Listening 5

Read this listening text quite quickly to the students. Students can seek clarification
when necessary by putting up their hands and asking direct questions. It could get a
bit confusing but even so, press onl Tell students to make short notes while you
read. Ask random questions from the fext.

Biology Teacher:

Here are some facts about ants:

There are more than 12,000 species of ants dll over the world.

An ant can lift 20 times its own body weight.

Some queen ants can live for many years and have millions of babies!

Ants don’t have ears. Ants ’hear’ by feeling vibrations in the ground through their
feet.

When ants fight, it is usually to the deathl

When foraging, ants leave a pheromone trail so that they know where they've been.
Queen ants have wings, which they shed when they start a new nest.

Ants don’t have lungs. Oxygen enters through tiny holes all over the body and carbon

dioxide leaves through the same holes.

When the queen of the colony dies, the colony can only survive a few months.

Queens are rarely reploced and the workers are not able to reproduce.
More about ants

Although ants are frustrating when they get info your home or when you’re having
a picnic, ants do help the environment. They are socidl insects, which means they live
in large colonies or groups. Depending on the species, ant colonies can consist of

millions of ants.

There are three kinds of ants in a colony: The queen, the female workers, and
males. The queen and the males have wings, while the workers don't have wings. The
queen is the only ant that can lay eggs. The male ant’s job is to mate with future
queen ants and they do not live very long afterwards. Once the queen grows fo
adulthood, she spends the rest of her life laying eggsl Depending on the species, a

colony may have one queen or many queens.

Ant colonies also have soldier ants that protect the queen, defend the colony,

gather or kill food, and attack enemy colonies in search for food and nesting space.




If they defeat another ant colony, they take away eggs of the defeated ant
colony. When the eggs hatch, the new ants become the ’slave” ants for the colony.
Some jobs of the colony include taking care of the eggs and babies, gathering food
for the colony and building the anthills or mounds.

Garden ants in Ireland

Foraging worker ants follow well-defined trails around food sources. Sweet foods
are preferred but high protein foods will also be taken.

Swarming choracteristics - mating between queens and fertile males takes place on

the wing mid to late summer. Males perish af ter mating.

Nest locations - of ten outdoors in soil and below paving slabs on the sunny side of
buildings.

Nest locations can be identified by the presence of finely powdered soil around nest
exit holes.



